Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


»  • 


Reserve 

aHD1476 

.U5R4 

1978a 


?/>\ 


->CA 


<yCi 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


Results  of  Work  Group  Sessions 
August  16-17,  1978 
Des  Moines,  Iowa 


Co-sponsored  by: 

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Community  Services  Administration 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

U.  S .  Department  of 

M.  Rupert  Cu 
for  Conserva 

Dal e  E .  Hath 
I nternationa 


Al  ex  P  .  Merc 
for  Rural  C 

Howard  Hjort 
Economics,  P 

Ned  Bayley,  Staff  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Agriculture 


United  States 
Department  of 
Agriculture 


1 


■  Lt  I 


National  Agricultural  Library 


Community  Services  Administration: 

Graciela  Olivarez,  Director 
Community  Services  Administration 


STEERING  COMMITTEE 

Jerry  Storey,  Associate  Director 
Community  Services  Administration 

Carl  Larson,  Deputy  Associate  Admini strator 
Farmers  Home  Administration,  USDA 

Ovid  Bay,  Coordinator  of  Conference 
Science  and  Education  Administration,  USDA 

REGIONAL  COMMITTEE 

Co-cha irperson : 

.  Ron  Powers,  Assistant  Director 
Cooperative  Extension  Service 
Ames,  Iowa 

.  Don  Ralston,  Co-director 
Center  for  Rural  Affairs 
Wal  thill  ,  Nebraska 

Liaison: 

Marjorie  Berninger,  CSA,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Lynn  Pickinpaugh,  FmHA,  Washington,  D.  C. 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


The  u.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  and  the  Community 
Services  Administration  (CSA)  are  co-sponsoring  this  regional 
small  farms  conference  in  cooperation  with  ACTION.  The 
conference  is  designed  to: 

--  Provide  small  farm  operators  an  opportunity  to  identify 
problems  that  are  important  to  their  farm  operations 
and  families. 

--  Develop  priority  needs  and  suggest  programs  that  will 
benefit  small  farm  operators  and  their  families. 

--  Identify  what  small  farm  operators  need,  as  contrasted 
with  what  other  farmers  need. 

Follow-up  from  the  conference  will  include  a  regional  report 
and  national  summary  of  the  five  conferences.  The  information 
and  recommendations  from  the  conferences  will  be  used  to 
determine  what  administrative  changes  need  to  be  made  in  USDA 
and  CSA,  and  as  the  basis  for  new  legislation  and  an  administration 
policy  for  small  farmers. 

This  computer  report  was  prepared  by: 

J.  G.  Massey,  Texas  A&M  University,  College  Station,  Texas 
C.  A.  Fasick,  U.  S.  Forest  Service,  Washington  Office 
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REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 

THE  SMALL  FARM  ISSUE 


BOB  BERGLAND,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 

For  too  long,  we  have  heard  predictions  that  the  smgl  1  farmer  will  soon  become 
extinct  as  those  farm  families  are  forced  from  the  land,  It  has  been  a  trend, 
but  I  am  committed  to  improve  USDA  programs  to  better  serve  the  small  farm 
family  and  halt  that  trend. 

We  believe  the  small  farm  family  in  America  is  basic  to  a  healthly  farm  and 
rural  economy. 

We  believe  the  farm  family  is  still  the  basis  of  a  desirable  pattern  for 
American  agricultural  and  rural  living  in  this  nation. 

We  will  be  listening  to  the  farmer  delegates  attending  these  Small  Farm 
Conferences  and  to  their  suggestions  and  recommendations.  There  will  be 
follow-up  action  where  we  can  identify  changes  that  need  to  be  made  to  help 
small  farmers. 

6RACIELA  OLIVAREZ,  Director  of  Community  Services  Administration 

The  Community  Services  Administration,  as  the  national  advocate  for  the  low- 
income  and  eco.nomically  disadvantaged,  recognizes  the  critical  need  to  assist 
low-income  farmers  and  their  families  in  improving  their  economic  condition 
and  quality  of  life  through  resource  mobilization,  delivery  or  services  and 
improved  access  to  Federal,  state  and  local  services  and  programs. 

SAM  BROWN,  Director  of  ACTION 

In  a  large  sense  our  futures  are  inseparable. 

At  ACTION  we  are  committed  to  the  notion  that  the  revitalization  of  both 
rural  and  urban  communities  depends  primarily  on  the  development  of  policies 
and  practices  that  are  smaller  in  scale  than  those  now  associated  with  our 
government.  This  commitment  to  smallness  embraces  concepts  such  as  development 
of  technologies  more  useful  to  family  farms,  development  of  community-organized 
programs  that  rely  more  on  people’s  energy  and  imagination  than  money  and  the 
scaling  down  of  government  to  make  it  more  responsive  to  the  best  interests 
of  its  citizens. 

If  you  can  stay  small  and,  with  somehelp  from  us,  find  a  way  to  prosper  then 
I  believe  our  approach  to  problems  will  also  succeed. 
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RUPERT  CUTLER,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture 

for  Conservation,  Research  and  Education 

We  have  programs  of  conservation,  research  and  education  for  the  small  farm 
family.  In  spite  of  these  programs,  we  are  not  reaching  enough  small  farm 
families  with  conservation  and  research  information  through  our  educational 
channel  s . 

Do  small  farm  operators  need  conservation  and  research  programs  different 
from  other  farmers? 

Do  small  farm  families  need  a  different  educational  approach--more  one-to-one 
contact  with  a  para-professional  than  group  contact? 

We  expect  the  Small  Farm  Conference  work  groups  of  farmer  delegates  to  provide 
guidelines  to  answer  these  and  related  questions  with  an  indication  of  priority 
needs.  Then,  we  can  propose  and  move  ahead  with  administrative  and  legislative 
changes . 


DALE  HATHAWAY,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture 

for  International  Affairs  and  Commodity  Programs 

The  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service  conducts  the  USDA 
farm  program  for  cost  sharing  programs  with  all  farmers  that  install  needed 
soil,  water,  workland  and  wildlife  conserving  practices.  We  will  be  very 
interested  to  see  what  the  Small  Farm  Conferences  can  identify  in  the  cost 
sharing  programs  that  should  be  changed  to  better  serve  the  small  farm  operator 

The  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Program  provides  farmers  in  counties  where  available 
with  all -risk  insurance  that  repays  production  costs  of  crop  loss  because 
of  bad  weather,  insects,  disease  and  other  unavoidable  natural  causes.  This 
program  is  structured  to  serve  all  farmers,  and  we  welcome  suggestions  on 
how  to  extend  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Program  to  more  small  farmers. 


ALEX  MERCURE,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for  Rural  Development 

Listening  to  the  men  and  women  and  minorities  who  operate  the  small  farms  in 
America  make  the  five  regional  Small  Farm  Conferences  an  opportunity  for  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  his  staff  to  have  grass  roots  input  from  the 
people  needing  help  in  the  rural  community. 

We  believe  that  rural  development  in  the  states  is  synonymous  with  improving 
the  quality  of  living  and  increasing  income  for  the  small  farm  family. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  rural  development  programs  such  as  the  loan 
programs  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  which  are  designed  to  aid  the 
small  farm  operator.  We  anticipate  the  conferences  will  identify  any 
inadequacies  in  programs  that  will  help  us  make  them  more  accessible  for  the 
small  farmer.  We  will  make  every  effort  to  change  and  initiate  needed  programs 

JOAN  WALLACE,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for  Administration 

This  administration  is  interested  in  co-sponsoring  conferences  on  small  farm 
problems  not  because  there  are  many  small  farms,  but  because  they  represent 
many  people--over  60  percent  of  all  farmers! 
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What  we  need  to  keep  in  focus  is  that  people  on  these  small  farms  live  and 
toil,  raise  families,  have  hope  and  ambition,  contribute  to  society,  and  produce 
food  and  fiber  for  the  nation. 

We  prefer  to  think  about  the  small  farm  problem  as  a  matter  of  famil  ies--not 
statistics.  We  believe  that  the  people  who  are  in  need  of  help  also  have 
some  knowledge  of  how  help  might  be  structured  to  give  the  most  benefit  for 
the  least  dollars  invested.  In  other  words,  we  believe  suggestions  and  counsel 
from  small  farm  families  can  be  highly  beneficial  in  the  decision  and  legislative 
process  where  USDA  represents  your  concerns  and  needs.  We  are  dedicated  to 
providing  equal  opportunities  for  agricultural  services. 


HOWARD  HJORT,  Director  of  Economics,  Policy  Analysis  and  Budget 

Information  gathered  from  these  regional  conferences  will  help  USDA's  Economics, 
Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service  improve  Federal  agricultural  data  systems 
to  better  serve  the  needs  of  small  farmers.  In  addition,  more  knowledge 
about  the  characteristics  and  needs  of  the  small  farm  operator  and  his  family 
will  help  Department  officials  improve  programs  to  increase  family  income 
from  both  farm  and  nonfarm  sources. 

Besides  research,  the  Economics,  Statistics  and  Cooperatives  Service  provides 
technical  assistance  to  help  farmers  market  their  products  and  purchase 
supplies  cooperatively ,  We  hope  that  what  we  learn  from  these  Conferences 
will  enable  us  to  make  these  programs  more  useful  to  small  farmers. 

We  are  committed  to  making  every  effort  to  see  that  our  work  serves  the 
interests  of  small  farm  families, 

JOHN  LEWIS,  Associate  Director,  Domestic  Operations  for  ACTION 

We  are  happy  to  be  allied  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Community 
Services  Administration  for  this  important  "listen  and  learn"  conference. 

Both  agencies  have  helped  us  to  develop  successful  volunteer  programs  for 
rural  America. 

ACTION  has  volunteers  in  the  field  today  assisting  small  farmers  on  production 
and  marketing  problems.  Many  more  volunteers  are  working  in  rural  areas 
to  improve  housing,  education,  recreation  and  health  services  and  to  provide 
help  for  the  frail  elderly. 

There  is  still  much  to  be  done.  We  welcome  your  ideas  and  look  forward  to 
the  development  of  dynamic  solutions  to  problems  of  family  farms. 
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PROBLEM 


MIDWEST 

REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


WORKING  GROUP  I 

FARM  FAMILY  LIVING  -  QUALITY  OF  LIFE 


m  PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION 


1  INFLATION. 

£  INHERITANCE  TAKES  MAKE  IT  DIFFICULT  TO  KEEP  FARM 
IN  FAMILY. 

3  FARM  FAMILIES  SHOULD  BE  ABLE  TO  HAVE  A  STANDARD  OF 
LIVING  COMPARABLE  TO  THEIR  CITY  COUNTERPARTS. 

4  FARM  FAMILY  LIVING  COSTS  TDD  HIGH  IN  COMPARISON  TO 
NET  INCOME. 

5  MORE  CONSUMER  EDUCATION  OF  FARM  PROBLEMS. 

6  COSTS  AND  AVAILABILITY  DF  HEALTH  INSURANCE. 

7  URBAN  SPRAWL  REDUCES  AGRICULTURE  PRODUCT ION? 
CHANGES  STANDARDS  FOR  LIVESTOCK  FARMING  AND  RAISES 
LAND  PRICES. 

8  LACK  OF  FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE  FOR  NEW  FARMERS. 

9  DIFFICULTY  IN  FINANCING  RURAL  SCHOOLS  TO  MEET 
STATE  REQUIREMENTS. 

10  ON  USE  DF  FOOD  STAMPS  -  FARMERS  ARE  PENALIZED 
BECAUSE  THEY  RAISE  SDME  OF  THEIR  FOOD. 


4 .  9  0 
4.70 

4 . 4  0 

4.40 

4 .  £  0 
4.  14 
4.  13 

4.  00 

c  -7 
O  ■  1 

3  -  56 


DES  MOINES,  IOWA 
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AUGUST  16  &  17,  1978 


PROBLEM 

RATING 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


FARM  FAMILY  LIVING  - 
QUALITY  OF  LIFE  (CONT*D) 


11  NEED  TD  MR I  NTH IN  RURAL  FAMILY  VALUES  AND  LIFE  3.40 

STYLE  AGAINST  EVER  INCREASING  URBANIZATION  OF 
FARM  COMMUNITIES. 


13  COSTS  AND  AVAILABILITY  OF  HEALTH  CARE. 

13  YOUNG  FARMERS  NEED  MORE  EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITIES. 

14  LOANS  FROM  FHA  FOR  LAND  AND  HOME  IMPROVEMENT 
PROCESSED  TOO  SLOWLY. 

15  OFF-FARM  JOBS  INTERFARE  WITH  FAMILY  LIFE. 

16  CHANGING  ROLE  OF  RURAL  LIFE  -  WIFE *  HUSBAND r 
CHILDREN. 


17  LACK  OF  COORDINATION  IN  ELIGIBILITY  REQUIREMENTS  3.00 

BETWEEN  AGENCIES  <CETR«  FMHRj  ETC. >  . 

IS  BETTER  AGENCY  PUBLIC  AWARENESS.  3.00 

19  HIGH  LABOR  COSTS  PREVENT  LEISURE  TIME.  £.63 

£0  LACK  DF  INFORMATION  TD  FARMERS  FOR  WINTERIZATION.  £.£5 
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PROBLEM 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


WORKING  GROUP  II 

PRODUCTION,  TECHNOLOGY  AND  MANAGEMENT 


PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION 


£3 


1  INFLATION.  4.78 

£  TAKES  ARE  TOO  HIGH  AND  ARE  INEQUITABLE.  4.70 

3  FARMERS"  COSTS  ARE  TOO  HIGH  IN  RELATION  TO  PRICES  4.67 
RECEIVED. 

4  SMALL  FARMERS  HAVE  PODR  REPRESENTATION  IN  FARM  4.67 

ORGANIZATIONS  AND  GROUPS. 

5  FOREIGN  INVESTMENT  IN  LAND  AND  IMPORTS  ARE  4.50 

ADVERSELY  AFFECTING  FARMING. 

6  UNABLE  TD  GENRE ATE  ENOUGH  NET  INCOME  ON  SMALL  4.44 

FARMS. 

7  GOVERNMENT  CHEAP  FOOD  POLICY.  4.44 

8  HIRING  PART-TIME  LABOR  IS  TOD  DIFFICULT  4.13 

BECAUSE  OF  GOVERNMENT  REGULATIONS. 

9  SMALL  FARMERS  ARE  BEING  CROWDED  OUT  BY  LARGE  4.11 

CORPORATIONS  AND  INVESTORS. 

10  AGRICULTURE  TIED  TOO  CLOSE  TD  POLITICS.  4.00 
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^  REGIONAL 
d  SMALL  FARMS 
I  CONFERENCE 


PRODUCTION,  TECHNOLOGY 
AND  MANAGEMENT  (CONT’D) 


NEED  FftRM  EQUIPMENT  DEVELOPED  FOP  SMALL  FRRMER  RT 
R  MORE  RERSDNRBLE  PRICE. 

INDUSTRY  FRVORS  THE  LARGE  FRRMS. 

NEED  MORE  PROTECTION  FROM  CONTAMINANTS,  SUCH  RS 
PEE:.-  ECT. 


COST  Oh  MACHINERY  FDR  EFFICIENT  OPERATION  TDD 
HIGH. 


chemtovl  patents  should  be  lengthened  to  reduce 

COc-Ti  TO  SMALL  FARM  CONSUMER. 


63 


LARGE  FARMERS  ARE  MORE  LIKELY  TO  GET  THEIR 
PROBLEMS  RESEARCHED  THAN  ARE  SMALLER  FARMERS. 

UNABLE  TO  GET  PRICE  BREAK  ON  PURCHASE  OF  GOODS  3.50 

LIKE  LARGE  OPERATORS  AND  CORPORATIONS. 

MORE  INFORMATION  AND  TECHNOLOGY  NEEDED  WHICH  ARE  3.44 

TAILORED  TO  SMALL  FARMERS. 

HIGH  COST  AND  AVAILABILITY  OF  LABOR  AND  PART-TIME  3.44 
HELP. 

3.  43 


RESEARCH  AND  INFORMATION  NEFDED  ON  COSTS  TO 
PRODUCE  CERTAIN  CROPS  AND  LIVESTOCK. 


PROBLEM 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


WORKING  GROUP  III 
LAND,  CAPITAL  AND  CREDIT 

PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION 


1  SMALL  FARMERS  NEED  LOWER  INTEREST  RATE.  4.77 

2  FEDERAL  LOANS  SHOULD  BE  AVAILABLE  TO  SMALL  FARMERS  AT  4.77 

LONG-TERM,  LOW  INTEREST  RATES. 

3  NEED  TO  BE  ABLE  TO  PASS  ALONG  LAND  AND  CHATTEL  TO  HEIRS  4.77 

DURING  A  RETIRING  FARMER'S  LIFETIME  WITHOUT  SEVERE  TAX 

PENALTIES . 

4  INVESTMENT  IN  AGRICULTURAL  LAND  BY  PERSONS,  CORPORATIONS  4.77 

OR  FOREIGN  INTERESTS  NOT  ACTIVELY  ENGAGED  IN  FARMING  AND/ 

OR  RESIDING  IN  THOSE  LOCAL  COMMUNITIES  CREATES  THESE  PROBLEMS; 

A.  SETS  LAND  VALUES  AT  A  SPECULATIVE  LEVEL, 

B.  SMALL  AND  YOUNG  FARMERS  ARE  RULED  OUT  AS  TENENTS, 

C.  LOSS  OF  CAPITAL  TO  THE  LOCAL  COMMUNITY, 

D.  LACK  OF  CONCERN  FOR  SOIL  CONSERVATION, 

E.  LACK  OF  CONCERN  FOR  LOCAL  COMMUNITY,  AND 

F.  LOSS  OF  TAX  REVENUE  FOR  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT. 


5  FMHA  BALLOON  PAYMENT  PAYBACKS  ON  INTEREST  AND  PRINCIPAL  ARE  4.64 

LUMPED  WITHOUT  PRODUCER  INPUT. 

6  SMALL  FARMERS  HAVE  INADEQUATE  OPERATING  CAPITAL.  4.62 

7  CEILING  TOO  SMALL,  PAY  BACK  PERIOD  TOO  SHORT  ON  FMHA  4.50 

OPERATING  LOANS . 

8  LACK  OF  FEDERAL  AND  STATE  LEGISLATION  TO  PROTECT  SMALL  4.46 

FAMILY  FARMERS. 

9  FARM  INCOME  DOESN'T  KEEP  PACE  WITH  INFLATION.  4.38 

10  INTERNATIONAL  BANKING  CONCERNS  AND  FINANCIAL  INSTITUTIONS  4.38 

ARE  REAPING  THE  BENEFITS  OF  AGRICULTURE  THROUGH  ABUSIVE 
INTEREST  RATES  CONDONED  BY  STATE  AND  FEDERAL  LAWS. 
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REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


LAND,  CAPITAL 
AND  CREDIT  (CONT»D) 


11  SMALL  FARMERS  HAVE  INADEQUATE  LONG-TERM  CREDIT  OPPORTUNITIES  4.31 

IN  RELATION  TO  LARGE  FARMERS. 

12  FMHA  SECURITY  REQUIREMENTS  ARE  TOO  EXCESSIVE.  4.25 

13  OUTSIDE  INVESTMENT  IS  ENCOURAGED  THROUGH  PRESENT  TAX  POLICIES.  4.25 

14  ASCS  AND  SCS  LAND  DEVELOPMENT  PRACTICES  DISCRIMINATE  4.25 

AGAINST  SMALL  FARMERS. 

15  PREJUDICE  AGAINST  SMALL  FARMERS,  MINORITIES,  AND  WOMEN  :IN  4.23 

GRANTING  PCA  AND  FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  LOANS  --  A  CLOSED  CLUB 

SYSTEM. 


16  CAPITAL  GAINS  AND  INHERITANCE  TAXES  ARE  UNFAIR  TO  SMALL  FARMERS.  4.23 

17  HAS  TO  BE  A  FAIR  RETURN  ON  EQUITY.  4.23 

18  GOVERNMENT  POLICY  MAKERS  DON’T  UNDERSTAND  THAT  OUTSIDE  4.23 

INVESTORS  AFFECT  LAND  PRICES  MORE  THAN  PRICE  OF  COMMODITY 
PRODUCED. 

19  INABILITY  TO  ACQUIRE  CAPITAL  ASSETS  DUE  TO  NARROW  OR  NON-  4.23 

EXISTENT  PROFIT  MARGIN. 

20  EMINENT  DOMAIN  POLICIES  ARE  AGAINST  SMALL  FARMERS  AND  PROPER  4.17 

LAND  USE. 
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£  REGIONAL 
}  SMALL  FARMS 
fl  CONFERENCE 


WORKING  GROUP  IV 
MARKETING 


PROEM  PBgmPTIQH 

NEED  RDEQURTE  STORAGE  RND  SHIPMENT  FACILITIES. 

FARMERS  SHOULD  RECEIVE  AN  EQUITABLE  RETURN  DN 
THEIR  INVESTMENT. 

MAJOR  GRAIN  MARKETING  COMPANIES  SHDULD  BE  INVES¬ 
TIGATED. 

CHEAP  FDDD  POLICY  IS  UNFAIR  TO  FARMERS. 

NEED  CONSTANT  MARKET  PRICE  AND  STABLE  INCOME. 

IMPORT  CONTROLS  SHOULD  BE  GEARED  TO  STABILIZING 
THE  MARKET  FDR  QUALITY.-  QUOTAS-  TARIFFS-  AND 
IDENTIFICATION  DF  IMPORT  GOODS. 

FARMERS  UNABLE  TO  CONTROL  PRICES  OF  THEIR 
PRODUCTS. 

GRAIN  GRADES  AND  STANDARDS  NEED  TO  BE  INVESTIGATED 

UNIONIZED  LABOR  HAS  TOO  MUCH  INFLUENCE  ON  FARM 
PR  I CES . 

NEED  A  COMPETITIVE  DOMESTIC  MARKET  SYSTEM  FOR 
AGRICULTURE. 
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REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


MARKETING  (CONT'D) 


11  TDD  MUCH  SPECULATION  LEftDS  TD  FLUCTUHT I  DNS  DF  3.54 

PRICES  —  NEED  MDRE  REGULRT I DN  DN  FUTURE 'S 
SPECULRT I  DM. 

IE  SMRLL  FRRMERS  NEED  FREE  EXPORT  MRRKET  RT  PRICES  3.33 

COMPETITIVE  WITH  I NTERNRT I DNRL  MRRKETS  —  NO 
EMBARGOES. 

13  PRICES  RECEIVED  FDR  FRRM  PRODUCTS  RRE  NOT  FRIR.  3. £7 

14  THERE  SHOULD  EE  LESS  RESTRICTIONS  ON  FOREIGN  3.25 

TRI4DE  OF  AMERICAN  PRODUCE. 

15  BETTER  MRRKET I NG  RND  PURCHRSING  COOPERRT IVES  3. £5 

NEEDED  FOR  SMRLL  FARMS. 

16  RESERRCH  NEEDED  ON  NEW  MRRKET I NG  METHODS  RND  3.  £3 

TECHNIQUE. 

17  SMRLL  FRRMERS  RRE  UNRELE  TO  COMPETE  WITH  VOLUME  £.9£ 

BUYING  RND  SELLING  BY  LRRGE  FRRMERS  RND 

CORPORRT I DNS . 

IS  LRRGER  FRRMS j  CORPORRT IONS?  RND  TRENDS  TOWRRD  £.91 

VERTICAL  INTEGRATION  DOMINATE  THE  MRRKET. 
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PROBLEM 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


WORKING  GROUP  V 
ENERGY 

PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION 


1  NEED  MORE  RESEARCH  AND  I NFQRMAT I ON  ON  SOLAR*  4.56 

GASAHDL*  METHRNE *  RND  WIND  RS  RPPLIES  TO  SMALL 
FARMS. 

S  LACK  OF  ADEQUATELY  FUNDED  INDEPENDENT  RESEARCH  DN  4.38 
ALTERNATIVE  ENERGY  SOURCES  AND  TECHNIQUES  FDR 
SMALL  FARMERS. 

3  SMALL  FARMERS  DON'T  HEAR  ABOUT  RESEARCH  AND  4.85 

PROGRAMS  IN  ENERGY  CONSERVATION  AND  ORGANIC 

FARMING  AND  LEGUMES  —  INFORMATION  OUTREACH. 

4  MORE  RESEARCH  NEEDED  ON  USE  DF  ELECTRICAL  POWER  4.14 

FROM  DTHER  SOURCES. 

5  SMALL  FARMERS  NEED  A  STRONGER  VOICE  IN  ENERGY  4.00 

RESEARCH  AND  UTILIZATION. 

6  INADEQUATE  INFORMATION  ON  HOW  FARMERS  CAN  SAVE  4.00 

ENERGY. 

7  HIGH  AND  EXECSSIVE  FUEL  COSTS  IN  RELATION  TO  FARM  4.00 
INCOME. 

8  SMALL  FARMERS  NEED  TO  EE  ABLE  TD  IMPROVE  HOUSING  3.90 

AND  OTHER  FACILITIES  TO  CONSERVE  ENERGY  AT  AN 
AFFORDAELE  PRICE. 


NEED  MDRE  TAX  INCENTIVES  AND  CREDITS  FOR  ALTERNA¬ 
TIVE  SOURCES  DF  ENERGY  FOR  FARMS. 


10  LACK  OF  NATIONAL  ENERGY  POLICY-PRIORITY. 


■  l  *_• 


I* 
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PROBLEM 

RATING 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


ENERGY  (CONTfD) 


11  POTENT I RL  OF  ORGBNIC  FORMING  TECHNIQUES  IS  3.75 

NEGLECTED  BY  USDfi. 

13  SET-RSIDE  PROGRRMS  SHOULD  EXPLORE  PRODUCTION  RND  3.67 

MRRKETS  FOR  ENERGY  SOURCES ?  I.E.  GRSRHOL. 

13  LBCK  OF  PRIORITY  GIVEN  TO  FOOD  PRODUCTION  BY  3.67 

FEDERRL  GOVERNMENT  IN  TIMES  OF  BOYCOTTS  OR  ENERGY 
SHORTRGE. 

14  NEED  MORE  EMPHRSIS  ON  DECENTRRL IZED  ENERGY  RELE-  3.63 

VRNT  TO  ENERGY  NEEDS  OF  SMRLL  FORMERS. 

15  RIGHTS  OF  EMINENT  DOMRIN  <I.E.  POWER  LINE.':-  HURT  3.56 

SMRLL  FORMS. 

16  NEED  MORE  RESERRCH  ON  MORE  EFFICIENT  POWER  UNITS.  3.35 

17  WE  NEED  TO  BE  RSSURED  OF  R  SUFFICIENT  RMOUNT  OF  3.14 

NRTURBL  GRS  IN  THE  FUTURE. 

IS  NOT URRL  GRS  SHOULD  BE  DEREGULRTED.  3.11 
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PROBLEM 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


WORKING  GROUP  VI 
COMMUNITY  SERVICES 

PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION 


1  MORE  SMftLL  FARMER  REPRESENTRT I ON  DM  COUNTY-  STATE 
AND  FEDERAL  AGRICULTURAL  AND  RURAL  DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEES. 

£  EXTENSION  PROGRAMS  AND  FUNDING  SHOULD  NOT  EE  CUT 
BACK. 

3  EXTENSION  SERVICE  NEEDS  TO  GIVE  MORE  INFORMATION 
DIRECTED  AT  SMALL  FARMERS. 

4  LACK  DF  ADEQUATE  MEDICAL  AND  HOSPITAL  CARE. 

5  NEED  DECENTRAL I ZATED  COMMUNITY  SERVICES  IN  RURAL 
SERVICE  CENTERS  -  UTILIZE  VACANT  SCHOOLS  AND  OTHER 
COMM UN I T Y  FAC I L I T I ES . 

6  YOUNG  FARMERS  NEED  MORE  EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITIES. 

7  URBAN  ENCROACHMENT  MEANS  FARMERS  GET  "FLACK"  FOR 
AIR  POLLUTION  WHEN  FARMERS  WERE  THERE  FIRST. 

8  CONSOLIDATION  OF  SCHOOLS  AND  ADEQUATE  EDUCATIONAL 
FACILITIES. 

9  ADULT  EDUCATION  COURSES  AND  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR 
CONTINUING  EDUCATION. 

10  LACK  OF  ADEQUATE  LAW  ENFORCEMENT. 


5.  00 

4.  1  1 

4.  00 

3.  71 
3.44 

O 

."i  a  -S'  C1 

•~l  -~l  •'“« 

.  L_  c. 

3.14 

3.  14 
3.  14 
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PROBLEM 

RATING 


UhtA  CONFERENCE 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 


COMMUNITY  SERVICES  (CONT*D) 


11  WELFARE  AND  FOOD  STAMPS  NOT  AVAILABLE  TO  FARMERS  -  3.00 

ALSD  DIFFICULT  TO  APPLY  FDR  EMERGENCY  RELIEF. 

12  LEGAL  SERVICES  CDSTS  TDD  HIGH.  3.38 

13  AVAILABILITY  DF  SOCIAL  AND  RECREATIONAL  FACILITIES  3.67 
FDR  RURAL  PEOPLE. 

14  SCHOOL  BUS  TRANSPORTATION  PROBLEMS  —  BUS  WON'T  3.63 

COME  CLOSE  ENOUGH. 

1 5  JOB  OPPORTUN I T I ES  I N  RURAL  AREAS .  3 .  0 0 

16  DECLINE  IN  CHURCHES  IN  RURAL  AREAS.  1.75 
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PROBLEM 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


WORKING  GROUP  VII 
GOVERNMENT  RELATIONS 


PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION 


1  CHEftP  FODD  POLICY 7  RT  THE  EXPENSE  OF  THE  FRRHER  4.68 

MUST  EE  ELIMINRTED. 

£  IJNRERL  1ST  I C  CONTROL  ON  FORMERS  BY  US  DR  7  ERR  RND  4.  38 

DSHR. 

3  GOVERNMENT  SHOULD  NOT  ALLOW  IMPORTS  TO  DEPRESS  4.38 

DOMESTIC  FREE  MRRKET. 

4  NEED  NRTIONRL  POLICY  TO  KEEP  YOUNG  FORMERS  IN  THE  4.36 
COUNTRY. 

5  NEED  FOR  RCCURRTE  LRBELLING  OF  RGR ICULTURRL  PRO-  4.17 

DUCTS  SOLD  IN  THE  IJ.S.  MRRKET 7  INCLUDING  RLL  IM¬ 
PORTED  RGR ICULTURRL  PRODUCTS. 

6  GOVERNMENT  SPENDING  CRUSES  INFLATION.  4.15 

7  GOVERNMENT  RT  RLL  LEVELS 7  MUST  REFORM  TAXATION  SO  4.15 
THAT  INFLATION  DOES  NOT  RESULT  IN  PAYMENT  OF  IN¬ 
CREASED  TAXES — THAT  IS7  INCOME  SHOULD  BE  REDUCED 


TO  PARITY  BASE  YEAR  LEVELS  AND  THEN  TAXED  AT  THOSE 
LEVELS. 

FMHA  TAKES  TOO  LONG  TO  PROCESS  LOANS  AND  SHOULD  4. 08 

HELP  FARMERS  WITH  HOME  LOANS  AND  WITH  MANAGEMENT 
ASSISTANCE  AFTER  A  LOAN  IS  MADE. 


9 

ELIMINATE 

CONFLICT  BETWEEN  FEDERAL  REGULATIONS 

4.  08 

AFFECTING 

AGRICULTURE. 

10 

NEED  MORE 

CONTROL  OF  AGRICULTURAL  PROGRAMS  AT  THE 

4.  00 

LOCAL  LEV 

EL. 

IB 


PROBLEM 

RATING 


J  REGIONAL 
J  SMALL  FARMS 
I  CONFERENCE 


GOVERNMENT  RELATIONS  (CONT'D) 


FEDERAL  FARM  PROGRAMS:  ARE  NOW  SET  UP  TO  BENEFIT  3.98 

CONSUMERS  AND  POLITICIANS  RATHER  THAN  TO  GIVE 
FARMERS  A  FAIR  PRICE. 

IF  THERE  ARE  TO  BE  GOVERNMENT  REGULATIONS  OF  FARM  3.85 
PRODUCTION*  THEY  SHOULD  PROTECT  FARMERS  BY  BEING 
SET  UP  TD  GIVE  FARMERS  ENOUGH  TIME  TO  MAKE  DECI- 
S I  DNS . 

ENVIRONMENTAL  AND  CONSUMER  SAFETY  REGULATIONS  OF  3.77 

AGRICULTURAL  CHEMICALS  ARE  TDD  RESTRICTIVE*  SCARE 
CONSUMERS  AND  SHOULD  BE  REFORMED*  TAKING  INTO 
ACCOUNT  THE  EXPERIENCE  OF  AGRICULTURAL  USERS. 

STATE  AND  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENTS  ARE  BECOMING  TOO  3.69 

INVOLVED  IN  PRIVATE  FARM  BUSINESS. 

LACK  OF  ANY  COHERENT  FEDERAL  POLICY  ON  SMALL  3.68 

FARMS. 


FEDERALLY  REGULATED  AND  INFLUENCED  INSTITUTIONS* 
INCLUDING  LAND  GRANT  COLLEGES*  SHOJULD  BE  DIRECTED 
TO  ASSIST  SMALL  FARMERS. 

ASCS  COST-SHARING  PRACTICES  SHOULD  HAVE  PRIORITIES 
REVIEWED. 


GOVERNMENT  PROGRAMS  ARE  TOO  COMPLEX  AND  TECHNICAL. 

THE  GOVERNMENT  DOES  NOT  EDUCATE  CONSUMERS  ABOUT 
THE  PERCENTAGE  OF  RETAIL  FDOD  PRICE  WHICH  THE 
FARMER  RECEIVES. 

FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT  SHOULD  PHASE  IN  95-1007.  PARITY 
OVER  A  FIVE  YEAR  PERIOD. 
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warao 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


WORKING  GROUP  VIII 
ALTERNATE  SOURCES  OF  INCOME 


PROBLEM  DESCRIPTION 


1  SUGGEST I DNS  HEEDED  ON  SELF-HELP  ON  FARM  PROJECTS.  4.25 

£  EXTRA  INCOME  JOES  ARE  NEEDED  TO  SUPPLEMENT  FARM  4.00 

INCOME. 

3  OFF-FARM  JOBS  OFTEN  INTERFERE  WITH  TAKING  CARE  OF  4.00 
FAMILY  RESPONSIBILITIES.  OFTEN-TIMES  THE  WIFE 

TAKING  ON  OFF-FARM  JOE  HAS  TO  NEGLECT  HOUSEHOLD 
CHORES  AND  CHILDREN. 

4  SUPPLEMENTAL  SOURCES  OF  INCOME  NEEDED  FOR  FARM  3.43 

FAMILY  MEMBERS  ON  SMALL  FARMS. 

5  RESEARCH  NEEDED  ON  DEVELOPMENT  OF  JOE  3.43 

OPPORTUNITIES  IN  RURAL  AREAS. 


6  RESEARCH  NEEDED  ON  SOURCES  OF  INCOME  DURING  SLACK  3.38 
SEASON  ON  FARM. 

7  GOVERNMENT  RED  TAPE  KEEPS  SMALL  BUSINESSES  IN  3.38 

RURAL  AREAS  FROM  HIRING  MORE  PEOPLE. 

8  EXPERT  ADVICE  TO  EXPLORE  CONSEQUENCES  AND.-OR  3.25 

AD  VANTAGES-' D I  SAD  VANTAGES  OF  WORKING  OFF-FARM  5  AND 

TO  EXPLORE  ALL  ALTERNATIVES  FOR  GENERATING  MORE 
INCOME. 

9  ASSISTANCE  NEEDED  FOR  MANAGING  FARM  AND  FAMILY  3.25 

AFFAIRS  WHEN  HOLDING  OFF-FARM  JOES. 

10  FAVORABLE  TAX  EASE  NEEDED  TO  ATTRACT  INDUSTRY  TO  2.71 

RURAL  AREAS. 
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PROBLEM 

RATING 


REGIONAL 
SMALL  FARMS 
CONFERENCE 


ALTERNATE  SOURCES  OF  INCOME  (CONT'D) 


11  HEED  RELIABLE  SOURCES  OF  SEASONAL  OFF-FARM  INCOME.  £.63 
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STATE  COMMUNITY  SERVICES  ADMINISTRATION  OFFICES 


ILLINOIS 

Bud  Johnson,  Director 
Governor's  Office  of  Manpower  and 
Human  Development 
623  East  Monroe  Street 
Springfield,  Illinois  62701 
(  217)  782-1730 

INDIANA 

Mike  McCoy,  Act.  Director 

Indiana  Community  Services  Administration 

Guaranty  Building,  Suite  212 

20  N  .  Mer id ian  Street 

Indianapolis,  Indiana  46204 

(317)  633-5488 

IOWA 

Robert  F.  Tyson,  Director 

State  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity 

512  E.  12th  Street 

Capitol  Annex 

Des  Moines,  Iowa  5031  9 

(  51  5)  281-5888 

KANSAS 

William  E.  Richards,  Director 

Kansas  State  Economic  Opportunity  Office 

535  Kansas  Avenue 

Topeka,  Kansas  66603 

(  913)  296-2458 

MICHIGAN 

Alton  M.  Shipstead,  Director 
Bureau  of  Community  Services 
Michigan  Department  of  Labor 
State  Secondary  Comples 
7150  Harris  Drive,  Box  3001  5 
Lansing,  Michigan  48909 
(  51  7)  373-0890 

MINNESOTA 

Beverly  Gleason,  Director 
Governor's  Manpower  Office 
Division  of  Economic  Opportunity 
150  Kellogg  Boulevard 
690  American  Center  Bldg. 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota  55101 
(  61  2)  296-4657 


MISSOURI 

Chance  D.  Blaeuer,  Director 
Missouri  State  Office  of  Economic 
Opportunity 

Broadway  State  Office  Building 
Jefferson  City,  Missouri  65101 
(314)  751  -3828 

NEBRASKA 

George  W.  Woods,  Executive  Director 

Technical  Assistance  Agency 

State  Capitol  Building,  12th  Floor 

P.  0.  Box  94724 

Lincoln,  Nebraska  68509 

(402)  471  -31  21 

OHIO 

Curtis  T.  Jewell,  Acting  Chief 
Department  of  Economic  & 

Community  Development 
Human  Services  Division 
30  East  Broad  Street 
Columbus,  Ohio  4321  6 
(  614)  466-5863 

OKLAHOMA 

Sherwood  Washington,  Director 
Division  of  Economic  Opportunity 
Department  of  Economic  and 
Community  Affairs 
5500  North  Western 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  73118 
(405)  840-281  1 

WISCONSIN 

John  P.  Giovannini,  Director 
State  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity 
123  West  Washington  Avenue 
Madison,  Wisconsin  53702 
(  608)  266-6894 
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US  DA  STATE  RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE  CHAIRPERSONS 


ILLINOIS 

Daniel  E .  Holmes 
SCS 

200  West  Church  Street 
Post  Office  Box  678 
Champaign,  IL  61820 
(217)  356-3785 

INDIANA 
James  Posey 
State  Director,  FmHA 
5610  Crawfordsvil  1  e  Rd, 

Suite  1700 

Indianapolis,  IN  46224 
(  317)  269-641  5 

IOWA 

Chari  es  E  ,  Donhowe 
Director--CES 
Iowa  State  Uniy, 

Ames,  IA  5001  0 
(  51  5)  294-4576 

KANSAS 

Dr.  John  0,  Dunbar,  Director 
CES 

Umberger  Hall,  Room  123 
Kansas  State  Univ , 

Manhattan,  KS  66506 
(  91  3)  532-5820 

MICHIGAN 

Raymond  D.  Via  sin 
Dept,  of  Resource  Development 
323  Natural  Resources  Bldg. 
East  Lansing,  ,1  48824 

(  51  7)  355-3421 

MINNESOTA 

R.  H.  Abraham,  Director 
Agricultural  Extension  Service 
240  Coffey  Hall 
Univ .  of  Mi nnesota 
St.  Paul  ,  m  551  08 
(  61  2)  373-1  223 


MISSOURI 
A1 1  an  Broc k 
State  Director 
FmHA 

555  Vandiver  Drive 
Columbia,  MO  65201 
(  314)  422-2271  ext.  3241 

NEBRASKA 

Dr.  Leo  Lucas,  Director 
CES 

21 4  Agricul  ture  Hall 
East  Campus 
Univ .  of  Nebraska 
Lincoln,  NE  68503 
(402)  472-2966 

OHIO 

Riley  S.  Dougan,  Ass't  Dir. 
Community  and  Natural 
Resource  Development 
2120  Fyffe  Road 
Columbus,  OH  4321  0 
(  614)  422-8436 

OKLAHOMA 
Gene  F.  Earnest 
State  Director,  FmHA 
State  Office 

Agricultural  Center  Building 
Stillwater,  OK  74074 
(  504)  624-4250 

WISCONSIN 

Dr  .  Gal  e  VandeB  erg 

Univ.  of  Wisconsin-Extension 

432  North  Lake  St. 

Madison,  WI  53706 
(  608)  262-951  0 
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ACTION  STATE  OFFICES 


ILLINOIS 

Paul  Gibson,  Director 
ACTION 

1  North  Wacker  Drive 
Chicago,  Illinois  60606 

(312)  353-3622 

INDIANA 

Thomas  Haskett,  Director 
ACTION 

46  East  Ohio  Street 
Room  457 

Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317)  331-6724 

IOWA 

Joel  Weinstein,  Director 

ACTION 

210  Walnut 

Des  Moines,  Iowa  50309 
(515)  862-4817 

KANSAS 

James  M.  Byrnes,  Director 
ACTION 

Federal  Building,  Rm  #168 
444  S.E.  Quincy 
Topeka,  KS  66683 
(913)  752-2540 

MICHIGAN 

Stan  Steward,  Director 
ACTION 

Federal  Bldg,  Rm  #616 
231  West  Lafayette  Blvd. 
Detroit,  MI  48226 

(313)  226-7848 

MINNESOTA 

Steve  Gordon,  Director 
ACTION 

Old  Federal  Bldg,  Rm  #104 
212  3rd  Avenie  ,  South 
Minneapolis,  MN  55401 
(612)  725-2793 

MISSOURI 

Marjorie  K.  Jackson,  Director 
ACTION 

911  Walnut  Street 
Room  #2611 

Kansas  City,  MO  64106 
(816)  758-5256 


NEBRASKA 

Elmer  F,  Lange,  Director 
ACTION 

100  Centennial  Mall  North 
Room  #293 

Lincoln,  Nebraska  68508 
(402)  867-5493 

OHIO 

Anne  C.  Johnson,  Director 
ACTION 

Federal  Bldg,  Room  #428 
85  Marconi  Blvd 
Columbia,  OH  43215 
(614)  943-7441 

OKLAHOMA 

Charles  Peak,  Director 
ACTION 

Old  Post  Office  Bldg 
Room  #420 

201  N.W,  3rd  Street 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73102 
(405)  736-5201 

WISCONSIN 

State  Program  Director 
ACTION 

Veteran* s  Administration  Bldg. 
Room  #630 

342  N.  Water  Street 
Milwaukee,  WI  53205 
(414)  362-1118 
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SPONSORS 


NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL  LIBRARY 


22459739 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agr icul ture 

.  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service 
.  Economics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service 
.  Farmers  Home  Administration 
.  Forest  Service 

.  Rural  El ectrif ica tion  Administration 
.  Soil  Conservation  Service 
.  Science  and  Education  Administration 

Community  Services  Administration 


COOPERATOR 


ACTION 


